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in the extreme, and was devoted mainly to fasting,
penitence and prayer when not busy observing the
exacting rituals of their faith. Even their nights
were not devoid of labor, for they were required to
rise frequently in order to give praise to their gods.
Absolute cleanliness of persons and garments was
rigorously enforced, and the priests were frequently
compelled to draw their own blood or offer other
forms of self-sacrifice.
The domestic life of the Aztecs was remarkable for
the simplicity of the lives of the poorer classes and the
voluptuous display of the aristocracy. The greater
portion of the masses was forced to labor strenuous-
ly in the fields or at the various trades and arts, such
as feather-work, metal working, building, quarrying,
stone-cutting, jewelry- and weapon-making. Others
were venders of fruits, vegetables and flowers. Still
others were servants, street sweepers,, porters, etc.
On the other hand, the aristocracy led a life of laziness
and luxury equal to that of ancient Rome. At their
banquets, where the women sat at separate tables,
they dined on venison, wild turkey, game, the most
delectable fruits and vegetables, pastry and rich
sauces served in vessels of solid gold and silver. The
use of tobacco was universal, and for their national
beverage they had the pulque or juice of the maguey
plant, either unfermented or fermented. At certain
times on ceremonial occasions, human flesh was eaten,
but probably this was solely for religious reasons, for
the Aztecs' religion enjoined the killing of slaves and
captives and the consumption of their flesh in order
to obtain unity with the deity in the flesh.
The religion was complicated, and the Aztec myth-